Cyber space and the Internet are a critical infrastructure for commerce and communications. Disruptions in the networks and lapses in security now place at risk lives, jobs, our economy and well-being. Cyber security is the approach taken towards securing the information that flows through broadband communications networks. This term encompasses everything from making sure that the information an individual user entrusts to email or to an online website remains private to preventing foreign governments from infiltrating our Nation’s most vital critical infrastructures. Accordingly, cyber security is important to every American who uses the internet in order to ensure that their communications remain protected.
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are criminals in nearly 200 countries lurking online – plotting large-scale attacks like the cone that crashed a CIA website in early February 2012, as well as smaller attacks aimed at stealing personal information from unsuspecting citizens’ home computers. This is a growing threat. In January 2012, the FBI Director Mueller warned that “Down the road, the cyber threat will be the number one threat to the country,” surpassing the dangers of terrorism. If we fail to tackle these challenges and secure the Internet, we will pay the price in the form of lost jobs, lost opportunities, and hundreds of billions of dollars lost to digital criminals

